XI         OLIVE'S THEORIES OF GOVERNMENT        205
practical foresight than those of any of his contemporaries,
and many of them were afterwards adopted. During
his second administration he displayed great powers of
organisation; and, in the words of Burke, "the plan
which he laid down, and the course which he pursued,
were in general great and well imagined. He settled
great foundations if they had been adhered to,"
At an early period Olive had formed a comprehensive
scheme for assuming the sovereignty of Bengal, and
gradually extending British rule as opportunity afforded;
and it was only when he was brought into contact with
the flagrant corruption in the civil and military services,
during his second administration, that he abandoned the
project as impracticable. He had a very low opinion of
the administrative capacity of the Directors, and con-
sidered the charters granted to a company of merchants
quite unsuited to the government of an Empire. He
also believed that if the rights of the Company to terri-
torial possessions were closely examined they would be
disputed, and the Crown become the possessor. When
Chatham was Secretary of State Clive was most anxious
that the Crown should take the government of India
under its direct control. But on Lord Bute's accession to
office he modified his views, and during the administra-
tive anarchy that followed the illness of Chatham he
seems to have come to the conclusion that a Ministry
which could not govern the colonies was little fitted to
rule India, He still considered that the interests of the
Company and of the nation were inseparable; and, to
secure those of the latter, he proposed that the constitu-
tion of the Company should be altered so as to admit of
the appointment of two Directors by the Grown. He